
The Regional Snapshots contain domestic and international visitation data and commentary for 
Queensland’s tourism regions.  Data is based on the International and National Visitor Surveys.  

The snapshots are updated quarterly with annual data. These results cover overnight visitation, visitor 
nights, and spend across visitor purposes.  

Please note that the annual growth will be left blank for regions which report growth-rates on 
a three-year trend. In a number of regions, a three year-trend is used instead of annual growth rates 
to account for data volatility owing to the sample used being relatively small. 

Data will also be left blank where it is not publishable due to small sample sizes.

Tourism region definitions are available at https://tra.gov.au/en/regional/tourism-regions 

If you have any questions or comments, please email research@queensland.com  

Outback Queensland Regional Snapshot
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Average length of stay (ALoS)
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Total (Domestic + Int'l) Overnight Visitation
 

 
Total

 
Business
 

Holiday
 

VFR
 

Overnight Visitors 1,111,000 469,000 371,000 196,000
Change vs DEC 2019 -5.7% -22.4% 5.0% 11.9%

International Overnight Visitation
 

 
Total

 
Holiday
 

Business
 

VFR
 

Overnight Visitors 17,000 9,000    
Change vs DEC 2019 -36.7%      

Domestic Overnight Visitation
 

 
Total

 
Business
 

Holiday
 

VFR
 

Overnight Visitors 1,095,000 467,000 362,000  
Annual % Change        
3Y Trend % Change 4.1% 4.0% 6.4%  
Change vs DEC 2019        

Domestic Overnight Exp.
 

 
 

 
Overnight Exp. $802.8M
Annual % Change  
3Y Trend % Change 6.7%
Change vs DEC 2019  

International Overnight Exp.
 

 
 

 
Overnight Exp. $11.1M
Change vs DEC 2019  

Total (Domestict + Int'l) Overnight Exp.
 

 
 

 
Overnight Exp. $813.9M
Change vs DEC 2019  

The year ending September 2024 is the fourth release of full year international data since International Visitor Survey interviews were reintroduced after the COVID-19 impacted period.  Due to the lack of interviews 
since this period, growth since the year ending December 2019 is the most recent comparison at the total level.  

Please see International Visitor Survey (IVS) methodology | Tourism Research Australia (TRA) for more information: www.tra.gov.au

Home Regional Summary Domestic Summary International Summary Regional Comparison

Outback Queensland welcomed 1.1 million overnight visitors (a recovery of 94.3 percent on 2019), spending $813.9 million (up 1.8 per cent).  

Domestic overnight visitor expenditure (OVE) continued to grow over the three-year trend. Domestic visitors spent $802.8 million, up 6.7 per cent over the three-year trend. This reflected an increase in both the number of 
visitors and what they spent per night. Visitation increased 4.1 per cent to 1.1 million. These visitors spent $187 per night, up 10.0 per cent.   

International OVE in Outback Queensland recovered 74.5 per cent to $11.1 million compared to 2019. The recovery in visitation was slower than the recovery in OVE, but visitors are staying longer. There were 17,000 
international visitors, a recovery of 63.3 per cent. The average length of stay was 18.1 nights, 3.9 nights more than in 2019.  The average spend per night in Outback Queensland was $37, which is 8.0 per cent below 2019 
levels.

Please note that the annual growth will be left blank for regions which report growth-rates on a three-year trend. Data will also be left blank where it is not publishable due to small sample sizes. VFR refers to Visiting Friends and Relatives.
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Domestic overnight visitors to Region
Overnight
Visitation

Visitors

 

Year %
Chg

3Y Trend
% Chg

Nights Year %
Chg

3Y Trend
% Chg

Length of
Stay

Year #
Chg

Domestic                
Total 1,095,000   4.1% 4,297,000   -3.5% 3.9 -0.2
Business 467,000   4.0% 2,052,000   -0.5% 4.4 -0.4
Holiday 362,000   6.4% 1,505,000   -7.6% 4.2 0.8
VFR                

Intrastate                
Total 874,000   1.4% 3,227,000   -7.5% 3.7 -0.2
Business 420,000   2.6% 1,669,000   -5.0% 4.0 -0.2
Holiday 251,000   2.1% 955,000   -13.4% 3.8 0.6
VFR                

Interstate                
Total 220,000   16.2% 1,071,000   10.6% 4.9 -0.2
Business                
Holiday                
VFR                

Key domestic source markets to Region
Overnight
Visitation

Visitors Year
% Chg

3Y Trend
% Chg

Nights

 

Year
% Chg

3Y Trend
% Chg

Regional QLD 677,000   4.7% 2,472,000   -2.6%
Brisbane 197,000   -7.2% 755,000   -17.9%
Melbourne            
Regional NSW            
Regional VIC            
Sydney            

Domestic day trip visitors to Region
Day trip visitors Year % Chg 3Y Trend % Chg Exp ($) million Year % Chg 3Y Trend % Chg

           

Domestic day trip visitors to Queensland
Day trip visitors Year % Chg 3Y Trend % Chg Exp($) million Year % Chg 3Y Trend % Chg

42,573,000 -11.2% 2.0% $6,337.0M -17.7% 10.0%

Domestic day trip visitors to Australia
Day trip visitors Year % Chg 3Y Trend % Chg Exp ($) million Year % Chg 3Y Trend % Chg

198,814,000 -10.5% 5.9% $30,661.1M -9.0% 16.1%

Outback Queensland’s growth in visitation was due to both the holiday and business 
markets. Holiday visitation was up 6.4 per cent over the three-year trend to 362,000 
and business visitation increased 4 per cent to 467,000.

There was strong growth of visitation from interstate with 220,000 interstate visitors, 
which is up 16.2 per cent. Intrastate visitation increased 1.4 per cent to 874,000. This 
included 197,000 visitors from Brisbane, which was down 7.2 per cent.

Home Regional Summary Domestic Summary International Summary Regional Comparison

Please note that the annual growth will be left blank for regions which report growth-rates on a three-
year trend. Data will also be left blank where it is not publishable due to small sample sizes. VFR refers 
to Visiting Friends and Relatives.
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International overnight visitors to region
Purpose Visitors

 

Change vs
YE Dec 2019

Nights Change vs
YE Dec 2019

Length of Stay Change vs
YE Dec 2019

Total 17,000 -36.7% 299,000 -19.0% 18.1 3.9
Holiday 9,000   75,000   8.5  
Business            
Education            
Employment            
VFR            

Top 10 International source market (Total)
Source Market Visitors

 

Change vs
YE Dec 2019

Nights Change vs YE
Dec 2019

Canada        
China        
France        
Germany        
Hong Kong        
India        
Indonesia        
Italy        
Japan        
Korea        
Malaysia

Top 10 International source market (Holiday)
Source Market Visitors

 

Change vs
YE Dec 2019

Nights Change vs YE
Dec 2019

Canada        
China        
France        
Germany        
Hong Kong        
India        
Indonesia        
Italy        
Japan        
Korea        
Malaysia

Most of the international visitors to Outback Queensland came for holidays (9,000, 56.9 per cent recovered to 
2019 levels). No source markets were reportable due to small sample sizes.

Home Regional Summary Domestic Summary International Summary Regional Comparison

Please note that the annual growth will be left blank for regions which report growth-rates on a three-year trend. Data will also be 
left blank where it is not publishable due to small sample sizes. VFR refers to Visiting Friends and Relatives.
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Domestic region comparison
Region Visitors Year %

Chg
3Y Trend
% Chg

Nights Year %
Chg

3Y Trend
% Chg

Length of
Stay

Nights
change

Queensland 26,016,000 3.2% 8.2% 97,174,000 -2.6% 5.1% 3.7 -0.2
Brisbane 8,130,000 14.3% 15.0% 25,103,000 17.8% 16.4% 3.1 0.1
Fraser Coast 788,000   3.8% 2,843,000   5.1% 3.6 -0.4
Gold Coast 4,127,000 -6.6% 9.4% 13,976,000 -12.9% 7.1% 3.4 -0.2
Mackay 1,076,000   3.4% 3,990,000   3.4% 3.7 0.3
Outback Queensland 1,095,000   4.1% 4,297,000   -3.5% 3.9 -0.2
Queensland Country 3,107,000 9.8% 6.4% 9,504,000 10.7% 6.0% 3.1 0.0
SGBR 1,862,000 -3.2% 1.3% 6,296,000 -9.4% -1.9% 3.4 -0.2
Sunshine Coast 4,064,000 -2.3% 3.9% 13,533,000 -11.6% 1.4% 3.3 -0.3
Townsville 1,264,000 17.6% 6.7% 3,882,000 -11.9% -2.9% 3.1 -1.0
Tropical North Queensland 2,120,000 -15.1% 2.6% 9,950,000 -20.8% -0.8% 4.7 -0.3
Whitsundays 742,000   1.0% 3,267,000   2.9% 4.4 0.2

International region comparison
Region Visitors Change vs 2019 Nights Change vs 2019 Length of Stay Change vs 2019

Queensland 2,154,000 -22.6% 51,739,000 -5.8% 24.0 4.3
Brisbane 1,251,000 -15.3% 27,830,000 2.8% 22.2 3.9
Fraser Coast 93,000 -29.3% 508,000 -19.0% 5.5 0.7
Gold Coast 649,000 -39.9% 8,020,000 -17.9% 12.4 3.3
Mackay 29,000 -39.9% 419,000 0.3% 14.7 5.9
Outback Queensland 17,000 -36.7% 299,000 -19.0% 18.1 3.9
Queensland Country 53,000 -30.9% 2,153,000 -13.9% 40.8 8.1
SGBR 82,000 -39.1% 1,401,000 -16.7% 17.1 4.6
Sunshine Coast 309,000 -6.5% 4,049,000 42.5% 13.1 4.5
Townsville 97,000 -23.3% 1,157,000 -20.0% 12.0 0.5
Tropical North Queensland 519,000 -35.8% 4,806,000 -29.7% 9.3 0.8
Whitsundays 188,000 -14.7% 1,097,000 -19.9% 5.8 -0.4

International share by purpose
Region Holiday% VFR% Business%

Queensland 58% 33% 8%
Brisbane 43% 35% 10%
Fraser Coast 89% 10% 0%
Gold Coast 70% 24% 4%
Mackay 66% 23% 7%
Outback Queensland 53% 26% 11%
Queensland Country 39% 41% 6%
SGBR 69% 21% 6%
Sunshine Coast 73% 24% 1%
Townsville 78% 17% 2%
Tropical North Queensland 89% 7% 3%
Whitsundays 96% 2% 0%

Domestic share by purpose
Region Holiday% VFR% Business%

Queensland 40% 32% 24%
Brisbane 28% 39% 26%
Fraser Coast 47% 28% 21%
Gold Coast 55% 29% 14%
Mackay 24% 15% 56%
Outback Queensland 33% 18% 43%
Queensland Country 35% 32% 28%
SGBR 35% 32% 28%
Sunshine Coast 55% 34% 9%
Townsville 33% 29% 28%
Tropical North Queensland 49% 22% 25%
Whitsundays 71% 17% 11%

The data included in this report is sourced from the National and International Visitor Surveys (NVS & IVS) conducted by Tourism Research Australia (TRA). These are large and comprehensive surveys that provide 
valuable data on a national, state, and regional level. The variable nature of travel, combined with sampling variability (which all surveys are subject to) means that regional results need to be viewed as indicative only. 
It is likely that not all segments of the region will experience the changes noted on a regional level.

Annual change refers to the percentage change between the year to the date covered by this report compared to the same period one year prior. Trend change refers to the percentage change between the average 
of the three years to the date covered by this report, compared to the average for the same period one year prior. Trend change has been used to analyse changes for regions with small sample sizes. Total (by 
purpose) includes “Other” visitors.

Disclamer: By using this information you acknowledge that this information is provided by Tourism and Events Queensland (TEQ) to you without any responsibility on behalf of TEQ. You agree to release and 
indemnify TEQ for any loss or damage that you may suffer as a result of your reliance on this information. TEQ does not represent or warrant that this information is correct, complete or suitable for the purpose for 
which you wish to use it. The information is provided to you on the basis that you will use your own skill and judgement and make your own enquiries to independently evaluate, assess and verify the information’s 
correctness, completeness and usefulness to you before you rely on the information.

Home Regional Summary Domestic Summary International Summary Regional Comparison


